
Essential Elements Interactive Lesson Plans 

There are a number of teaching tools at your fingertips with EEi.  Since it is free with the purchase of the book, you can 
use as much or as little of EEi as fits your teaching needs and environment.  Below are a wide range of lessons you can 
perform using EEi, from a simple set-up to the full interaction between teacher and student. 

SIMPLE SET-UP & USE (TEACHER ACCOUNT ONLY) 

EEi Music Studio: Professional Instrument Models 
Use the music studio to let your students hear the exercises from the book performed by professional musicians.  EEi 
allows you to hear the instrument in the clear or with only a metronome.  This gives students a wonderful example of 
the right tone, pitch, rhythm, and style of every exercise in the book. 

Procedures: 
Step 1: Select an exercise in EEi 
Step 2: Select the desired instrument to model 
Step 3: Set accompaniment to None or Metronome with Melody On 
Step 4: Play for class as example   
Step 5: Have the player(s) on the selected instrument play along with the professional player  
(Repeat and change instruments if desired) 

Student Discussion / Activity:   
Students can describe the qualities of the professional performance and compare their own performance.   

EEi Music Studio: Play-along tracks 
Students can hear multiple styles of accompaniment tracks for the exercises in the book.  In addition to encouraging 
them to practice the same line multiple times with up to 7 different accompaniments, this will expose them to a 
number of different music styles.   

Procedures: 
Step 1: Select an exercise in EEi 
Step 2: Select the desired instrument (Melody on or off ) 
Step 3: Select accompaniment style 
Step 4: Part of the class will perform with the accompaniment while the others listen and observe 
(Repeat and change accompaniments and players) 

Student Discussion / Activity:   
Students can practice the same line multiple times with a variety of accompaniments.  They can also decide 
which style is their favorite and explain their choice. 

EEi Resources: Reproducible PDFs 
Select from many of the additional music resources and handouts now available in EEi.  You can download these pdfs 
and copy them for your students to use as in-class or take home assignments.  These worksheets cover a range of 
topics including: 

Music Theory 
Note-Naming 
Parts of the Instrument 
Rhythm Studies (Complete rhythm counting curriculum correlated with EE Book 1) 
and many more… 



MODERATE SET-UP & USE (TEACHER & STUDENT ACCOUNTS) 

If you simply enter your students’ information into the EEi My Students Section, your students can use the material and 
assignments above when they practice at home.  Let your students experience EEi on their own.  

EEi Music Studio: Brass Mouthpiece Recordings  
Want to help your young brass players develop better pitch accuracy?  Have them practice with the professional 
musicians on their mouthpieces.  Learning to match pitch on their mouthpiece can help both their sense of pitch and 
their accuracy on their instrument. 

Procedures: 
Step 1: Select an exercise in EEi 
Step 2: Set accompaniment to None with Melody On 
Step 3: Practice on mouthpiece with the EEi melody line 
Step 4: Record and listen to several takes to check progress 
Helpful hints: Using headphones (Studio style - one ear on and one ear off ) will help give the students a clear 
sense of how their pitch relates to the professional player. 
Student Discussion / Activity:   
Students can practice and record themselves to see if the information they are putting into the mouthpiece 
matches the line of music.  This is also a terrific ear training exercise. 

EEi Music Studio: Rhythm Counting Assignment 
Help your students focus on rhythmic accuracy by having them complete a rhythm counting recording assignment.  
Students can record themselves clapping and counting the rhythms with the background track and check their 
progress. 

Procedures: 
Step 1: Select an Exercise in EEi 
Step 2: Set accompaniment to Metronome with Melody Off 
Step 3: Practice clapping and counting with the metronome track 
Step 4: Record and listen to several takes to check progress 
Helpful hints: Having the melody turned off will give the teacher a better idea of the students true rhythmic 
understanding.  Practicing with the melody on can be helpful to struggling students. 
Student Discussion / Activity:   
Students can practice and record themselves to check their rhythmic accuracy.  If they need a little extra help, 
they can turn the melody on to see if their counting is correct. 

FULL SET-UP & USE (TEACHER & STUDENT ACCOUNTS WITH TEACHER INTERACTION) 

EEi Music Studio: Note Learning and Pitch Development 
Have students record themselves singing the note names to exercises in EEi.  Students can learn their notes while 
developing a better sense of pitch.  The recording feature allows them to check their progress and make 
improvements. 

Procedures: 
Step 1: Select an Exercise in EEi 
Step 2: Set accompaniment to Metronome with Melody On 
Step 3: Practice singing note names with the melodic line 
Step 4: Record and listen to several takes to check progress 
Helpful hints: Having the melody on will help the students check their pitch accuracy to develop a better 
sense of pitch. 
Student Discussion / Activity:   
Students can practice and record themselves to check their note accuracy.  



EEi Music Studio: Sight-reading in EEi 
Use EEi as a sight-reading tool.  Pick a line from the book that the student has not played before.  Give them 30 
seconds to look over it (without playing), then hit the record button.  Have them listen back to the recording once to 
see how they did.  Without any practice, have them make one more recording.  After the 2nd recording, let them 
choose the best one.  

Procedures: 
Step 1: Select an Exercise in EEi 
Step 2: Set Accompaniment to Metronome with Melody Off 
Step 3: Look at exercise but don’t practice 
Step 4: Record and listen back (Twice) 
Helpful Hint: No more than two attempts.  After two, they are practicing and no longer sight-reading. 
Student Discussion / Activity:   
This can help students understand their strengths and weaknesses in the area of sight-reading. 

EEi Music Studio: Advanced Student Harmony Exercise 
Students that are excelling in class can work on higher level exercises in the Music Studio.  Let students explore their 
creativity by harmonizing the exercises they have already mastered.  They can create their own duet part and record 
themselves to see how their creation fits with the music.  Have them do this with the instrument only (no 
accompaniment) to start.  Later they can harmonize with their choice of background track. 

Procedures: 
Step 1: Select an exercise in EEi 
Step 2: Set accompaniment to None with Melody On 
Step 3: Practice harmonizing and creating music that fits with the melody 
Step 4: Record and listen to several takes to check progress 
Helpful hints: For more advanced students, have them try to harmonize with one of the background tracks. 
Student Discussion / Activity:   
This can be a brief introduction to jazz or composition using the materials they are already using.  Students 
can discover their own musical aptitudes at an earlier stage. 

EEi Music Studio: Practice Consistency Exercise 
Instead of students using five takes to get one good recording, challenge them to record five correct takes and have all of 
them up at the same time.  This will help them understand what it truly means to “know” a piece of music. 

Procedures: 
Step 1: Select an exercise in EEi 
Step 2: Set accompaniment to Metronome with Melody On or Off 
Step 3: Practice exercise with accompaniment track 
Step 4: Record and listen back.   
Step 5: Delete poor performance takes until all five takes are at a high standard. 
Helpful hints: You can delete any take by itself, individually. 
Student Discussion / Activity:   
This can be a brief introduction to jazz or composition using the materials they are already using.  Students 
can discover their own musical aptitudes at an earlier stage. 

EEi Music Studio: Practice Process 
Have students make, save and submit multiple recordings using various practice techniques. 

Recording 1: Clap and count the rhythm (Metronome - Melody Off ) 
Recording 2 : Sing note names with professional player and finger (None - Melody On) 
Recording 2b:  Brass perform on mouthpiece and match pitch with professional player (Metronome - Melody On) 
Recording 3:  Play as written (Piano - Melody On) 
Recording 4: Play as written (Accompaniment of Choice - Melody Off )


